You’re invited!! 
North West Sexual Violence Awareness Week 8-14 November 2021
This year, in association with North West Police Crime Commissioners, NHS England, Sexual Assault & Abuse Services, and local community organisations, Lancashire is hosting a dedicated day of activities to support North West Sexual Violence Awareness Week.
On Tuesday 9 November 2021 there will a stalled event 11am-4pm at The Flag Market in Preston. During this, residents will have the chance to learn about the community support services available to survivors of sexual violence and how they can access them. Confidential ‘safe’ spaces will also be provided for anyone wishing to disclose on the day. 
Afterwards from 5pm-6pm, a moment of reflection and remembrance will be held in the form of a vigil. Residents are encouraged to wear purple in solidarity and to mark support for survivors of sexual violence.
Alongside these events, survivors, students and local residents will be producing some artwork which will be unveiled outside the Harris Building on the day. Each piece will be stitched together to reflect the joint up working across the county. 
What’s happening regionally across the North West?
Throughout North West Sexual Violence Awareness Week, organisations have come together to promote local support services and raise awareness of sexual violence. From Monday 8 November until Friday 12 November, each county will be hosting their own dedicated event/activity to raise awareness within their communities.
· Monday 8 November = Cumbria
· Tuesday 9 November = Lancashire
· Wednesday 10 November = Greater Manchester
· Thursday 11 November = Merseyside
· Friday 12 November = Cheshire
Objectives of the awareness week:
· To increase public insight and information on sexual violence and the support services available to survivors across the North West.
· To raise awareness of sexual violence and what it is across the North West.
· To raise awareness of the services available to sexual violence victims within the North West.
· To ensure that each contact point for a survivor to report is streamlined and access to information similar.
· To make the information on sexual violence services easily accessible and concise.
· To educate communities of their choices when it comes to disclosing sexual violence. For example, if a survivor chooses not to report they can still receive specialist counselling or a forensic medical examination. 
· To promote the inclusivity of the support services – they are there for you regardless of age, gender, ethnicity etc. 

How can you support?
Organisations are encouraged to support the campaign in any way they can. By sharing social media content, taking part in one of the regional events, or lighting their building up purple in solidarity. For more information on how you can support this campaign, email becky@rapecentre.org.uk.
